
  

The Sail’n’Oar 

       FLATTIE 

A general purpose                      

SKIFF 

Looking at the 

plans and builders 

manual of an 

easily and 

economically built 

boat. 

Designed by John Sheen 



 

EXCITING TO SAIL, EASY TO ROW, 

WILL ACCEPT AN OUTBOARD MOTOR. 

GENEROUS BUILT IN BUOYANCY FOR SAFETY.  

FAMILY BOAT, FiISHING BOAT OR CLUB RACER. 

Flattie is a traditional 

design, modified to enable 

the use of modern 

materials. 

Built from marine plywood 

and epoxy resin, 

construction is quick and 

very easy.   No formers or 

frames needed. Every hour 

and every penny is in the 

boat, saving time and 

money.  

LOA 12ft. Beam 5ft 2in. 

Dft board down 2ft 9ins. 

Sail area 80 sq ft. 

 

LOA 

12 ft.  

Beam 

5ft 



 

                                                                                                   

               

The FISHING SKIFF can be fitted out to 

any  builders requirements. Above is a 

suggestion for a simple boat. 

55 pages of plans, 

photo’s and 

building 

instructions. 

Easily read and 

understood even if 

you have no 

experience of 

boatbuilding. 

Minimum tool 

requirement too. 

Plans manual will 

be posted FREE. 

 

The manual also 

gives details of the 

Sail’n’Oar FISHING 

SKIFF. 

An easy to build 

boat for oar or 

outboard motor. 

A roomy boat 

suitable for family 

or commercial use. 
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60 pages of plans, sketches, photographs and easily read 

and understood instructions. Every page laminate sealed 

and wipe clean to protect from workshop dust and spills. 

Construction has been made simple and quick. 

Four sheets of 6mm Marine Plywood and one 12mm. 

All one size construction timber makes ordering easy. 

No boatbuilding experience is necessary to build this boat. 

No large workshop, no large tool inventory or machinery, 

and no large bank balance needed either. 



 
 

 

INTERESTED ? 

MOVE ON THROUGH          

THESE PAGES. 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Clever design means there is very little waste material. 



 

 

The drawings show in 

simple terms how easy 

it is to build the “Flattie” 

Coupled with the full 

instructions in the 

manual it allows anyone 

with even limited DIY 

skills to build this boat. 

Additionally there is 

always backup available 

from the designer, who 

has for over 50 years 

been designing and 

building small boats in 

both traditional and 

modern materials. 



 



 

Because this boat is eminently    

suited to shallow waters and 

beaching, a lifting blade rudder is 

recommended. This is constructed 

of 12mm marine plywood in four 

pieces.  The fixed rudder is in 

three pieces.  

The spacer between the rudder 

cheeks needs to have a layer of 

glass cloth on each side to allow 

clearance for the lifting blade.  It is 

pushed down and held with a turn 

knob, and retrieved with a 

lanyard.  

At least the leading edge and 

bottom of the blade should be 

glass taped to accept chafe. 



 

 
At least the outside of 

the bottom should be 

sheathed with glass 

cloth and epoxy. This 

should be done after 

the chines have been 

taped. Smooth the 

cloth by brush or 

hand, and apply the 

resin in small batches. 

Start on the centreline 

and with a squeegee 

work towards the 

chines.  Use enough 

resin, but be careful 

not to float the cloth. 



 



 



 

These pages are just samples from the manual. All measurements are given 

for marking out.  



 



SAMPLE TEXT FROM THE FLATTIE SKIFF MANUAL 

The side tank/benches not only add considerable strength to the 

hull, they also provide generous sealed buoyancy compartments 

additional to the forward and aft tanks. 

Make sure that the insides of all compartments are adequately 

coated with epoxy resin before fixing the tops. 

The side tank tops should be fitted BEFORE the forward and aft 

tank tops, and BEFORE the thwart is finally fixed. 

Framework for the side tanks, all 15mm x 35mm. 

Gussets from 12mm plywood. Fronts and tops 6mm plywood. 





 



 

The interior of the 

Flattie Skiff is 

clean and un-

cluttered. 

Spacious enough 

for the family or 

room for camping 

gear etc. 

Buoyancy tanks 

can be used as 

lockers with 

suitable 

waterproof 

hatches. 



 



            

           RIGGING 

The Flattie has a 

simple but efficient rig. 

The mast is un-stayed 

and the sail is loose 

footed and sleeved on 

the yard. The manual 

gives full details and 

includes a sail plan. 

Expensive fittings are 

dispensed with where 

a dowel, cleat or even 

a knot will do an 

adequate and safe job. 

This saves a very 

considerable expense. 

 

 



 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BUILD A 

FLATTIE SKIFF AND BE AFLOAT 

AFTER JUST A FEW WEEKENDS OF 

EASY AND SATISFYING 

BOATBUILDING ORDER YOUR 

PLANS MANUAL TODAY. 


